
Advanced Placement Government Summer Assignment (Election Year) 
Due:  First Day of School, 2020   
All assignments MUST be typed (if you are submitting a hard copy) and completed on your own.  
These are not group assignments.  
   
In preparation for your upcoming Advanced Placement course in Government and Politics, you are 
required to complete the following assignments. You are asked to read and view these assignments and 
respond to the questions in order to be better prepared for your class in the fall.    
  

 
Assignment #1:  FOLLOW THE NEWS AND THE CAMPAIGNS (400 points)  
 

How exciting that we get to cover the 2020 election for class!!  Following the campaigns will greatly 
enhance your understanding of the theoretical concepts of this course. When you can link theory to actual 
events, you are much more likely to comprehend and retain material. In addition, knowledge of current 
event, campaign issues, they way they are handled by the press and the various audiences of the candidates 
are essential on the A.P. test’s free response section, where it is assumed that you have such knowledge.  
  
a. WATCH/READ/LISTEN to the NEWS (Use part a to help complete parts b&c):  
1.  Watch an evening network news program. Local news is great for weather, sports and local soft stories,    
     but they do not cover political and governmental events like the networks do.   
 
2.  Read a Newspaper (hard or virtual copy). Check out the front page. Read the editorial and opinion 
     section as well as the letters to the editors. You can try the New York Times, the Washington Post. 
     Additionally, you can read the front page section of www.msn.com, www.cnn.com,  www.nytimes.com 
     or www.latimes.com.  (Any reputable News source – please check the attached list for acceptable 
      sources) 
   
3.  Read and/or watch weekly news magazines/talk shows such as: Time, Newsweek, or U.S. News and 
     World Report; This Week, Face the Nation, Meet the Press, etc.  While I do not have a problem with 
     your watching The Daily Show or Last Week Tonight for comedic “spin” on a story, this should not be 
     your only source of current events.  Likewise, shows like Hannity, Tucker Carlson, The Beat, The 
     Rachel Maddow Show, The Last Word, etc should also been seen as commentary on the issues rather 
     than a discussion of the issues and not your only source of information. 
 

 b. Create an overview for TWO candidates (if the presidential nominees have not been chosen 
     BEFORE the convention, select one candidate from each party.  If the candidate has been selected 
     for either party – you MUST do that nominee): 
 

1. Create a resume/biographical overview of EACH candidate: Name, age, family, education, 
    experience (political and outside of politics), etc. (you’ll have to do a little research) 
 

2. Create a resume/biographical overview of EACH running mate: Name, age, family, education, 
    experience.  Explain why the candidate selected this person to be the running mate – what do they 
    bring to the table to complete the Presidential Ticket? (again,  you’ll have to do a little research) 
 

3. Gather at LEAST 2 ARTICLES PER WEEK.   Prepare a well written but concise 1-2 paragraph 
           summary and analysis for the events/issues discussed in each story.  Be sure to explain how each 
           article pertains to their chances of being elected president.  These articles should span the entire 
           summer, covering BOTH before AND after the conventions.  Provide the URL address to each 
           referenced article. (Editorials or Opinions will not be accepted as valid articles) 
 

  c. What else is going on?? Gather ONE additional article PER WEEK that is NOT directly related 
      to either campaign (Supreme Court decisions, President Obama actions, Foreign policy events, 
      etc) Prepare a well written but concise 1-2 paragraph summary and analysis for the events/issues 
      discussed in each story. These articles should also span the entire summer. Provide the URL address to 
      each referenced article. (the article may have some indirect impact on the campaigns) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assignment #2: The Conventions: Compare and Contrast  (200 points)  
You will need to watch BOTH the RNC and DNC Conventions.  They are (as of now) August 24-27 
(RNC) and August 17-20th (DNC).  You will NOT NEED to watch the entire thing (although feel 
free…the 24 hour news channels – Fox, CNN, MSNBC will cover the entire thing), but you should 
plan on watching for the following events: at least one delegate vote, VP nomination acceptance 
speech. Presidential nomination acceptance speech, AT LEAST ONE other speech not by either 
candidate (or their family members) – this is usually referred to as the Convention Address.    
 

With your viewing research write an analysis essay comparing and contrasting the two conventions 
and the nominees by addressing the following questions: 

1. Who gave the Convention Address – why do you think they were asked? What issues did they discuss as part of 
the party platform? 

2. What points and issues were discussed by the VP nominees in their speeches? Whose do you think was better? 
Why? 

3. What points and issues were discussed by the Presidential nominees? How did they “sell” themselves? With 
whose viewpoints did you agree more – do you think the person with whom you most agree actually gave the 
better speech? 

4. What happened during the delegate voting – Any surprises?  
5. Which convention had better “energy?”    
6. Which candidate received the better “bounce” in the polling numbers following the convention? 

 
Assignment #3: The Constitution (300 points PLUS 1st week quizzes) 
This is the FIRST UNIT we study, so you need to be prepared DAY ONE.  Whenever I get to see you, I 
will give you your own copy of a handy-dandy pocket Constitution.  Until then you can access an online 
text of the constitution here: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html 
 
a.  Read the United States Constitution.   
1. DECONSTRUCT it into these topics/categories: Qualifications for office (for EACH branch); 
    ENUMERATED Powers (for EACH branch); Checks and Balances (What powers from each branch can 
    be checked by powers of other branches); Civil Rights Amendments; Voting Rights Amendments; Due 
    Process Amendments.   
 
2. IDENTIFY (including where you find them) AND DEFINE (in your own words) the following 
    Constitutional Clauses: Commerce Clause, Due Process Clause; Equal Protection Clause; Full Faith and 
    Credit Clause; Establishment Clause; Foreign Emoluments Clause; Necessary and Proper Clause; Free 
    Exercise Clause; Privileges and Immunities Clause and the Supremacy Clause. 
 

b.  Read AND summarize* Federalist Papers #10, 51, 70 and 78 You can access them here: 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/fed.asp  *Please note your summary MUST BE HANDWRITTEN; you 
will be able to use it while taking the QUIZ (worth 50 points) the first week of school. 
 
With whatever free time you have left, you may want to catch/binge watch any of the following on Netflix: TV (in least to most 
exaggerated order):  West Wing, House of Cards, Scandal, VEE.  Good Movies: Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, The 
American President, Primary Colors, Wag the Dog, All the Presidents’ Men, Thank you for Smoking, Charlie Wilson’s 
War, The Contender, The Post, On the Basis of Sex.		
 
 
**THERE WILL BE THREE SEPARATE ONCOURSE FOLDERS CREATED IN AUGUST FOR 
YOUR SUBMISSIONS: SUMMER ASSIGNMENT #1 AND SUMMER ASSIGNMENT #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I have included a chart below for you to determine if your new sources are valid/reputable sources. While 
you will have ample opportunity to develop and voice your opinions throughout the course, for the sake of 
this assignment, please stick to sources within the center three columns. 
 

 


